THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH

Readings: Isaiah 7; Psalm 89:1-4,19-29,46-52; Luke 1:26-38
Text: Luke 1:26-33
Theme: The angel Gabriel told Mary she would give birth to a son who would be the Son of the Most High and an eternal king.
Purpose: To show the greatness of Jesus as the son of Mary, of God and or David.


Today Christians all over the world are celebrating the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. We do this because his birth marks the beginning of his life and work on this earth.  His birth is the beginning of his humiliation which led on to his suffering and death. 
We also meet today because we believe that he is the Son of God and that his conception and birth is one of the greatest miracles recorded in the Bible. 

For centuries Christians in their church services have confessed this truth about the Lord Jesus in the words of the ancient creeds.
In the Apostle’s Creed we confess that Jesus was “conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary.”
And in the Nicene Creed we declare that Jesus “was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary.”

Today we will consider this great miracle of the birth of the Lord Jesus. We will see that he was born as the son of Mary, as the Son of God, and as the son of David. 

1. THE SON OF MARY

Luke begins his gospel by describing how the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah the priest in the Holy Place in the temple and promised him a son in his old age. Soon after that Zechariah’s wife, Elizabeth, fell pregnant. In the sixth month of her pregnancy the same angel Gabriel went to make another visit.

His earlier visit had been to the temple, which was in Jerusalem, the capital of Israel. This time he went to Nazareth. This was a small town, insignificant compared to Jerusalem. It was located off the main trade routes in the region of Galilee, in the north of Israel. 

One of the people living in Nazareth was a young woman of humble position named Mary. She was engaged to a local carpenter named Joseph. In the culture of that time an engagement was a solemn and binding promise of marriage. It could only be broken by divorce or death. If Joseph had died during their engagement Mary would have been regarded as a widow. 

Mary was a virgin. In our society it is becoming unusual for a young man or woman to still be a virgin on their wedding day.
Teenage sex has become very common and most couples move into together well before they get married. But Mary had never been with a man; she was a virgin. 

“The angel went to her.” The word means to go in and suggests that he came in through the door as would anyone who visited her. 

He said; “Greetings you who are highly favoured!” (v 28) A little later he adds; You have found favour with God.” (v 30)

The Roman Catholic Church interprets these words to mean that Mary was full of God’s grace and that she is a source of grace to other people. 
But the words of the angle mean that she had received grace from God not that she could give it to others.
All believers are favoured with God’s grace (Eph 1:6) and Mary was “highly favoured” by God. The Lord had not chosen her because she was any better than anyone else but because this was his good pleasure.

The Roman Catholic Church also teaches that Mary was conceived without sin, That she remained a virgin all her life, that she may be worshipped and that people can pray to her as a mediator between God and mankind. The Latin hymn “Ave Maria” is a prayer to Mary based on this greeting of the angel. It includes the line; “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners.” 

There is no support at all in the Bible for these ideas about Mary. The Bible directs us to the one Mediator between God and man who is Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit wants us to focus on the son of Mary, not on Mary herself. 

Yet, having said all this, the Lord God gave her a special task – to bear the Son of God into this world. She was given a great honour.

The angel also said to her; “The Lord is with you.” These are the same words the Angel of the Lord spoke to Gideon in the days of the Judges (6:12). God assured Gideon that he would help him in his battle against the Midianites, and the Lord assured Mary that he was also with her in what she was called to do.

Verse 29: “Mary was greatly troubled by his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.” This was a most unusual visitor and this was not your everyday sort of greeting! She was a humble and modest young woman; why had he greeted her in such a grand manner?! Angels visited people for a reason; what was that reason?! All this was racing through her mind as she looked at the angel Gabriel.

But he quickly came to the reason for his visit and said to her (v 31); “You will be with child and will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.”

Verses 35-38 say more about how Mary came to conceive this child. What we need to notice now is that these words are virtually the same as Isaiah 7:14; “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son…”

The godly people of Israel looked forward to the coming of the Messiah and often thought about the many prophecies about him in the Scriptures. Mary would have recognised these words of Isaiah, and the words of the other prophets that the angel quoted as he went on. 
God wanted Mary to know that these prophecies were about to be fulfilled and that she would carry this promised child.

Luke was writing for a mainly Gentile audience and so did not give his readers the Hebrew origin of the name Jesus. It came from the Hebrew name Joshua and both names mean, The Lord saves, or the Lord is Salvation. (Matt 1:21) This is why Jesus was born – to save his people from the punishment of their sins. He came to seek and to save the lost. He was born as a man, as the son of Mary, to save the people on earth who believe in him. Do you believe in Jesus? Do you trust in him for your salvation? Are you one of his people?

2. Secondly we see that Jesus was THE SON OF GOD 

In verse 32 the angel declared; “He will be great….” 

The angel had told Zechariah that his son, John, would “be great in the sight of the Lord.” (1:15) But this son of Mary would be even greater, much greater than John, as John himself recognised when he announced the coming of Jesus. (luke 3:16)
Jesus would be almighty and all-powerful. He would come as the great Prophet, as the great High Priest, and as the great King; he would fulfil all the prophets, priests and kings of the Old Testament. 

Gabriel went on to say; “…and will be called the Son of the Most High.”
The word “Most High” is used seven times in Luke, twice in Acts (which was also written by Luke) and only four other times in the New Testament. So this is a favourite word of Luke. 

It is often used in the Old Testament to describe God; it is one of his titles. He is the Most High, he is supreme, he is God, he is divine. 
This son of Mary to be born was also going to be the Son of God, the Son of the Most High. He would be equal to God in his divinity, majesty and glory. 

This title sets Jesus apart from everyone else in all creation. He is greater than all the angels, greater even than Gabriel and Michael the archangel. He is far greater than us because we are mere human beings; he is the Creator and we are his creatures. He is the eternal Son of the Most High, whereas we are sons and daughters by adoption into his family.

This is why he deserves our worship and honour. This is what brings us together today: to give thanks and praise to him as the Son of God.  

He is the Son of Mary and the Son of God Most High, and he is, thirdly, 

3. THE SON OF DAVID (v 32b-33)

The angel said to Mary (v 32b); “The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David.”

This phrase looks back to the promises of God to David and to the people of Israel. 
God promised David; “I will establish your line forever and make your throne firm through all generations.” (Psalm 89:4; 2 Sam 7:5-16) 

The word “throne” is a symbol of supreme power. It would be the throne “of David”. In the Old Testament the phrase “the kingdom of David” became shorthand for coming reign of the Messiah and the David was also applied to the Messiah. (Jer 30:9; Hos 3:5) This is because the Messiah would be anointed as a king, fulfilling all the kings of the Old Testament, especially David, who was regarded as the greatest of all Israel’s kings. 

This Christmas we are celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ as King. We need to remove from our minds all the sentimental images and pictures and phrases of the baby Jesus meek and mild not crying in his manger. Yes, Jesus was born as a baby, which is evidence of his willingness to humble himself, but he was born to be the supreme king.

Gabriel went on to say (v 33); “and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”

When Jesus began his ministry he announced that the kingdom of God was at hand and as he continued his preaching and miracles he declared that the kingdom of God had arrived. In his earthly ministry he set up his kingdom, he established it. 
After his death and resurrection he ascended into heaven and left his disciples, and us, to continue to preach the good news of his kingdom and to extend it in the world. 

This is the kingdom Daniel saw in his vision of the empires of the world. He prophesied that “the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed…it will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.” (Dan 2:44)

All the empires and kingdoms of this world have and will pass away – the Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks and Romans – the USSR, China, and the United States of America. They will all fade away into obscurity but the kingdom of Christ will go on forever.

The hymn writer Isaac Watts expressed the joy of Christ’s arrival when he wrote; 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Let earth receive her King. 

The kingdom of Jesus is still increasing and expanding and will be finally and fully completed when he returns. Today as we celebrate his first coming we look forward to his second coming. 

On this Christmas Day we gather together with Christians all over the earth to remember that Jesus came into this world as the Son of Mary, as the Son of God Most High, and as the son of David to establish his kingdom, which will never end. 

Do you believe he was born of the virgin Mary?
Do you worship him as the Son of the Most High?
Are you serving him as the eternal and supreme king of the world? 

Amen

